
Recently I read qn online sfticle" One seniencegrabhed me and continus* tp;haunt me"

*A virtuous politician witt tead peaple in thc proper direction, towards PERSONAT SELF-

CQNTROL, FRUGALITY, AN D EXCELLENCE."

JameeMad.ison$aid,..1Ghaiityisn0partofthel'egistatiWdutyofth.eEiqv6m.ment.',

As a Vietnam-era United States Air Force veteran, a financiaLty secure and retired small
hueines$ owtlBr; and a concerned patriot, l, at the age of seventy-six decided to "do
something" about the demise of our "Sweet Land of Liberty."

I had never considered running for a potitical office, but my wife of fifty-six years, Linda and

I were,eonvinced thst Fur Gre&tor, God, was tetting us tc enter the potitteg.l arena,

Having recently been reel.ected to.serve a second term, I want ts telt peopte about my

experience and impressions tobking back.

You nged to understand that'I had no previous connecticn with or experiFnee in 
politie*. I

was nffian officiat mernher o:f any politicat srgenization, I had no relstionehip. with any
potitician. I had never even met my Statehouse Representative againstwhom lwas
running.

When I showed up that rnorning in March Zfl2J-:rcregister to run, it was noticeabte that the

other candidates and the etection officiats were trying not to be obvious in their shock that
such an etderly man wouLd he wasting his $20s and consider running for the South

Carolina $tarcheuse.

Fast forward to June 14,2Q22.1n a three-person race, Joe White placed firstwith 46% of the

wte.

Suddenty, to the potiticat ctass, my candidacy was ssrious, and within days, the

Repubtican estabtishment.$ent a minion to Newberry to 'chat" with me. His job? To

befriend me in such a waythat lwouLd join the "go atongto get along" mob in Cotumbia.

Between the Repubtican Primary runoff on June 2Sthand the General, El.ection on Nowmbgr
8, 2022, that state tegistator invited me to the Statehouse, introduced me to att the

"teaderghip,- and let me sit beside him during a speoiat session as the t6gi$latuirg dgbatsd

th€ "h6artbsat" bitt. He "courtedo me as if lwere ths mo$t important new legislatpr in $outh
Carotina.

Atl.thst chnnged on December 6, gOeX-Wn*n the RepubLican Caucus m$ thE{d;i I

questioned rule 16b. "No member of the Gaucus shatt engage in campaign activities of any

kind against any other (incumbent)Caucus member in good standing.'lwas a USAF



veteran who had nworn tp uphotd the C'onstitution and had foughtformy 1u'amendment

right to "Free Speech."

When l said,.,,| witl not g.lve up my righttc Free s.peeshl suddenty, l was no tonger..courted.'

It was as if I had btasphemed the Hoty Spirit. Suddenty, lwas a pGr$on with Leprosy,

unclsan, unwamed, and de$pi$ed.

It has t*t(sn rn:s twCI year$ to futty comprehend hoy th:Y:wBr*thirety potitieianS in

cotump*ia CIssffite,,and tet mts,$ay unequivoeatty, it is NoTvirtuous.

It is nasty. lt is deceitful, it is arrogant.

Nfitionat nplfirs media keep us tocused on lfts potitieal issues, probt6msn and,corru'ption in

waehinglon, D,e. lve hsvs watohed as Democrate and RFpublicaletravltriea"toL,ninl

yea:r$tod's tioibonstd J" Trump,That'$ right, ths D.C. Uniparty has foughtandwitl

continuts to fisllt to maintain its power to run our tives from the nstisnfs CspitaL

$nme h6ve said atssd what they thi nk s,beut yo u, what they th in k absut me' Thsyrve eallgd
. ,.'. 

:::

us . sm*iry Watmart sho ppe rs, d eptombie, fesc'tst$, A:nd igno ra nt."

lBHGyoutGetyo'ureyesandearsoffWashing[onandl.oskfftthesamedisdainyour
Col.umbia tegistators have for you-

V1/h6t Soutl Sarotina needs is ,a,:Sp,nat$ Trunrp figure who iewitting to stgnd'ta[[,,tett th€

truth, and "giq ts ths mat"for,sw $ghts in $outh Carotinn'

We need a person (man orwoman) who witt prioritize the core functions of state

government tPubtic $afety, Education Fi12, and lnfrastructure). We the peopl,e deserve

roads that are safe and do not destroy our vehicl.es as we drive on them- We deserve K-12

puhtis sc'hsFts that @ducate and do not indoctrinste.

W.e need Btected offieiats who witl"tead pesFtg ln ths propsr di'rpction:toward pERSOt'lAL

STLF-EONTRO I-, FRU GALITf, AN P EXOELLFN CE."

We need to end:the.,vote buying" earmsrkpra$'tiee thstwagte$hundrsds of miltlons of

your hardrearned doLl,ars each yeur.

W6need t* enforce oanp-baeed"budgeting. 
:

wenesdtastopattowingthecpmmercedepartment;efgwweatthyindividuats'andtarge
cor.F,Eration$toc0ntfotthB.ipEwerfut''tegis[atorswitht.hsirmon.ey.

We MU$ dernand tr,anspsrsncy, acsoutlt€hiLit$ and,honest'lcitiren-lsd1n duediligenee

whe n a "crony capitatism" deal come$ to the General Assem bty.



Untess and urrtit the.eitizene of South Carotina get serious ahout rootingJlut the "C"rony

Capitatlst Gaad Ote Boys Ctub" in CoLumbia, we wiLt continue to experiencc gowrnment ih

Sgurh G*r6,1lfiF nff the powgrftJL By the Powerful, and Fsr ths ppu&rfut" insma:d gf
gCI\r€rnrn€nt"of the Peopte, Bythe People, and Forthe People."


